The liver may be regarded as a system of branching bile ducts which terminate in numerous blind tubules, the bile canaliculi. The liver plays an indispensable part in the body economy and its importance is probably reflected in its great reserve power, for life is possible after more than four-fifths has been destroyed or thrown out of action. It also has great powers of regeneration, probably as a result of its relatively undifferentiated structure.
the liver secretes and excretes various substances to form bile.
The liver plays an indispensable part in the body economy and its importance is probably reflected in its great reserve power, for life is possible after more than four-fifths has been destroyed or thrown out of action. It also has great powers of regeneration, probably as a result of its relatively undifferentiated structure.
Tests have been devised for almost every known function of the liver.
They are therefore numerous, but only a few are of sufficient value and simplicity for routine use.
Many of the tests are based upon the breakdown of haemoglobin to bile pigments, which occurs in the following way.
When red blood cells are broken down by the reticulo-endothelial cells, the haemoglobin is converted into " haemo-bilirubin "? This is liberated into the blood stream, carried to the liver and excreted into the bile, slightly modified, as " chole-bilirubin
In the intestine this pigment is converted by bacterial action into stercobilin, a yellow-brown pigment which 
